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above his head and showed him how to lay his hand upon it. At
his side he put a basket and a handsome table, together with a
cup of wine to drink when he was thirsty. Then they all helped
themselves to the good fare that was spread before them.
When they had satisfied their appetite and thirst, the bard was
inspired by the Muse to sing of famous men. He chose a passage
from a lay well known by then throughout the world, the
Quarrel of Odysseus and Achilles, telling how these two had
fallen out at a rich ceremonial banquet and dismayed the rest by
the violence of their language, though King Agamemnon was
secretly delighted to see the Achaean chieftains at loggerheads.
He was reminded of the prophecy that Phoebus Apollo had
made to him in sacred Pytho when he crossed the marble thres-
hold to consult the oracle, in those days when almighty Zeus was
conjuring up the great wave of disasters that was to overwhelm
Trojans and Danaans alike.
This was the theme of the famous minstreFs lay. It caused
Odysseus to lift his purple mantle with his sturdy hands and
draw it down over his head to hide his comely face, for he was
ashamed to be caught weeping by the Phaeacians. But in the
intervals of the worthy mmstrel's song, he wiped the tears away
and removing the cloak from his head reached for his two-
handled cup and made libations to the gods. Yet whenever
Demodocus started singing again, encouraged by the Phaeacian
lords, who were enjoying the tale, Odysseus once more hid his
face and wept. He managed to conceal Us tears from everyone
except Alcinous. But the King could not help observing his con-
dition, as he was m the next seat to Odysseus and could hear his
heavy sighs. He spoke up before long and said to the Phaeacian
sea-captains:
€ My Lords and Counsellors, we have had our fill of the good
things we have shared, and of the banquet's boon companion,
the harp. Let us go out of doors now and try our hands at various
sports, so that when our guest has reached his home he can tell
his friends that at boxing, wrestling, jumping, and running there

